
Grace Episcopal Day School is located in
Kensington, Maryland, sitting on over 11 acres of
land. This location offers plenty of green space
for students–from Preschool to 5th grade–and
the community to enjoy and appreciate. The
school believes in showing community, humility,
and empathy toward one another and the planet.
These beliefs coincide with the Episcopal faith,
which calls us to be stewards of the planet.

Grace has implemented multiple sustainable
initiatives in which administrators, teachers,
parents, and students can get involved. The
Student Council includes a “Green
Representative” among its leadership positions.
Students have raised money for sustainability
projects, like purchasing and planting a new
cherry blossom tree on the property during
various community events.

Students in Preschool, Prekindergarten, and
Kindergarten get their hands dirty outside in the
school's garden. They plant and harvest
vegetables in the spring, hosting an annual
Farmers Market to sell their vegetables. The
money earned goes right back into the program
for the following year! 

Children at Grace have embraced this
opportunity to demonstrate their commitment
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A Composting Success Story

Grace Episcopal
Day School

Quick Summary:
Grace Episcopal Day School, a Maryland
Green School looked to expand its
sustainability practices

Offers hands-on gardening opportunities
and incorporates compost education into
curriculum 

Diverted over 3,200 pounds of compost
within the first 6 months of composting
with Compost Crew

Grace Episcopal Day School renewed its status
as a Maryland Green School in 2023, an honor
it has held since 2020. School leaders are
constantly searching for ways to grow their
sustainability practices.

With services already in place for trash and
recycling disposal, the school needed
someone to haul its organic recyclables like
soiled paper products and food scraps. The
school chose Compost Crew after hearing
about this company through word of mouth.
Grace rolled out its composting initiative at the
beginning of the 2022-23 school year.

to and responsibility for their community and
environment. The school is hoping to evolve
and deepen their commitment to
sustainability, along with their students.



Families are also asked to equip students with reusable items to reduce waste, like water bottles that
they can simply fill up at school. Every day, school staff are on standby to help, sometimes going as far
as sifting through the compost bin to help make sure it remains free of contaminants.

“Grace students are encouraged to recycle and compost any of their lunch that is not reusable. The
compost is then returned to our gardens in the warmer months. In this way, we hope to set an example
for healthy eating habits and environmental responsibility to our world.”
- Kate Kelliher, Assistant Head of School 

The Grace Science teacher incorporates compost lessons into the curriculum, breaking down what
happens when students’ food scraps decompose in the soil. Students take the lessons out of the
classroom and into the field during field trips around Maryland, including to the Echo Hill Outdoor
School in Wharton, the Maryland Agricultural Farm Park in Montgomery County, and the Chesapeake
Bay Foundation headquarters in Annapolis where they can learn and experience how important our
planet really is.

The Roll Out

The Results

The school has a 65-gallon Compost Crew bin that is filled and picked up each week. 

Students have the opportunity to choose the correct waste disposal option with bins in the bathroom
for paper towels only and bins in the cafeteria marked for trash, recyclables and compost. To help guide
students to make the correct choices, the school holds assemblies to teach children about which waste
goes where.

Within six months, Grace Episcopal Day
School diverted over 3,200 pounds of organic
waste through this composting initiative.

The practice of composting has traveled home
with staff, including their Assistant of the Head
of School for Academics, Kate Kelliher, who
started composting as part of the City of
Takoma Park’s curbside composting pilot.
Several other teachers have followed suit,
showing that the mission doesn't have to
stop at the doors of this school. 
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For More Information: 

Preschool, Pre-K and Kindergarten students
harvest vegetables, that they planted in the spring,

in preparation for their annual Farmers Market.


