
the listserve, which helped generate additional 
momentum.
       “When the positive notes pile up, people get 
inspired to participate,” Erica observed.

A Composting Success Story

       Rock Creek Hills is a neighborhood in Kensington, 
Maryland, just outside the Capital Beltway.  It began 
as part of the old Alfred Ray farm. In the early 1900s 
the area was a showplace with open spaces, white 
board fences, and fox hounds.  The owner travelled 
to England for hunting dogs, only to sail back on the 
ill-fated Titanic.
       Today, the Rock Creek Hills community 
comprises approximately 600 homes,  and its 
residents are proud of its large canopying trees 
and broad front yards.  Since the 1950’s the Rock 
Creek Hills Citizens Association (RCHCA) has actively 
worked to maintain the neighborhood’s park-like 
setting. 

The Opportunity

The Solution
       Erica Weiss, a member of the RCHCA, first noticed 
a single neighbor with a Compost Crew bin.  It was the 
only one in the whole neighborhood, and she was 
curious.  Coincidentally, a friend of hers had started 
a composting movement in Westchester County, 
ultimately getting 21 municipalities and over 40 
schools to start composting.
       Inspired by her friend, Erica decided to make 
a difference in her neighborhood and became the 
community champion for composting in Rock Creek 
Hills.  She reached out to neighbors, sent emails to 
the local listserv, and talked about how composting 
reduces greenhouse gasses to anyone who would 
listen. Other people chimed in with their support on 
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Community Champion 
Sparks a Movement in 
Rock Creek Hills

The Roll Out
       Rock Creek Hills residents quickly welcomed the 
idea of composting. They began to appreciate how 
it preserves the natural environment, something that 
the community values.  The numbers kept climbing 
until eventually 100 homes were recycling their food 
scraps.
       At the same time, Erica brought the idea of 
composting to nearby Silver Creek Middle School, 
where her daughter attends.  The school’s main 
concern was the added expense.  So, Erica and 
Compost Crew devised a solution -- community 

Quick Summary:
Maryland community 
inspired a local composting 
program to reduce waste

Got 100 households to start 
composting

Diverted 15 tons of food 
scraps in under a year



       Working with Compost Crew, Rock Creeks Hills 
diverted 15 tons of food scraps from the landfill in 
less than a year.  And in just a few months of school 
since the program rolled out, students at Silver Creek 
prevented over 2,100 lbs of food scraps from going 
into the trash.
       And to expand the community’s impact, Erica’s 
son Ethan and his friends embarked on a project 
with his school’s Green Team to bring composting to 
Bethesda Chevy Chase High School. The boys also 
received a grant to help a local elementary school 
start composting.
       “I want more people to realize how effective and 
easy it is,” Erica says.  “People in my community 
really responded to the facts.”

The Results
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members could pay a bit 
extra on their monthly sub-
scription to fund collection 
at the school.  That way 
the school could compost 
its food scraps without 
needing to find additional 
budget.
       The principal and 
parent teacher association          
supported the plan, and 
one science teacher rallied 
all other science teachers to 
teach every student in the 
school about the value of 
composting. 
       Students quickly learned 
to collect food scraps in 
the cafeteria by separating 
the food scraps from all 
the recyclables and trash.  
They have promoted the 
composting initiative on the 
morning announcements, 
with PSA videos, and 
posters around the school.  

 “I want more 
people to realize 

how effective and easy 
it is,” Erica says.“People 
in my community really 
responded to the facts.”
- Erica Weiss
Rock Creek Hills Citizen Association Member


