
units started collecting food scraps and bringing 
them to a central 12-gallon collection bin.  The 
pilot participants even went so far as to fund the 
pilot themselves.
       “We were collecting in whatever we felt like: 
some people had giant yogurt containers, some 
people used big plastic pitchers, which are 
super easy to dump out,” recalls Green. “Most 
of us refrigerated the food scraps and would 

dump when it got full.”.
       The pilot let the building address concerns 
about whether food scraps would create bad 
smells or attract vermin and rodents.  During 
the pilot, people checked the trash room every 
day, and it didn’t smell, nor did it attract bugs or 
mice.

A Composting Success Story

       Kenwood House is a 70-unit building in Chevy 
Chase, Md.  Located near the Capital Crescent 
trail, the building attracts residents of all ages 
who enjoy biking and walking to nearby shops 
and restaurants. 
       A co-op building, Kenwood House has had 
previous  success with other environmental 
efforts. Many tenants are super conscientious 
recyclers.  In fact, the building twice won the 
Montgomery County multi-family building recy-
cling prize.  And several years ago, the building 
changed all of its lighting to LEDs.
       Karen Green, the chair of the building’s green 
committee, was a recent arrival to the building 
with some familiarity with composting at her pri-
or residence.  She thought that Kenwood House 
might be ripe for a new environmental initiative: 
food scrap recycling.

The Opportunity

The Solution
       Rather than diving in completely,  the Ken-
wood House board approved a pilot to try out 
food scrap collection.  They evaluated three 
different providers and selected Compost Crew 
because the company’s responsiveness during 
the evaluation boded well for the future of the 
relationship.  For the pilot, eight residents in five 
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Kenwood House Starts 
Small on the Path to 
Food Scrap Recycling

Quick Summary:
Multi-unit apartment build-
ing with a track record of 
environmental efforts

Piloted a food scrap collection 
program

Now recycling 800 pounds 
per month, and residents 
are thrilled



The Roll Out
       The board still had 
to approve the ex-
pense of the compost-
ing program.  While the 
pilot was underway, 
the green committee 
hosted an open house 
to share the progress 
on composting and 
discuss other environ-
mental initiatives.  The 
pilot went so well, and 
interest was high, so 
the board approved 
food scrap collection 
for the whole building 
even before the pilot 
was up.
       “The key is to pilot 
it, and present it in a 
low-key way,” says 
Green.
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The Results
       Today, Kenwood House has two 35-gallon 
collection bins, collected weekly.  At least 50% of 
all units are now composting.  Each month, the 

building is diverting approximately 800 pounds  
of food scraps from the trash which will eventu-

ally become valuable compost. 
       “Having stayed “safe at home” for 10 weeks, 
our amount of trash has doubled with cooking 
every meal in!  Since we started food scrapping, 
we have noticed that our trash doesn’t smell,” 
says Sue Mistrett, chair of the Kenwood House 
Cooperative board.  “By bringing our scraps to the 
bin every other day, we know we are giving back 
by ‘putting our waste to work’!”
       And Kenwood House sees the new com-
posting program as a selling point to prospective 
residents.  “For people who are environmentally 
conscious, the fact that the building does this is a 
real plus,” says Green.  “And even the people who 
don’t food scrap are really pleased with how the 
effort has rolled out.”

Contact info@compostcrew.com or
visit www.compostcrew.com

For More Information: 

“Having stayed safe 
at home for 10 weeks, 

our amount of trash has 
doubled with cooking every 
meal in! Since we started 
food scrapping, we have 
noticed that our trash 
doesn’t smell!” 

- Sue Mistrett 
Chair of the Kenwood House 
Cooperative Board


